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FROM: Kurt E. Floren
Agricultural~mmissioner
Director of Weightsand Measures

SUBJECT: MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY ERADICATION

A fifth specimenof MediterraneanFruit Fly (Medfly),a major agriculturalpest, was detectedon
Monday, October29, in RanchoPalos Verdes. This specimenwas trapped by the California
Departmentof Food and Agriculture(CDFA)in an InternationalPheromoneMcPhailTrap slightly
over one mile south/southeastof one of the two sites where a total of four specimenswere detected
on Wednesday,October24. Like the previous, this specimenwas a sexuallymature female.

In response,the CaliforniaDepartmentof Food and Agriculture(CDFA)will be augmentingtheir
current eradicationoperationto includethis third location in their Spinosadbait applicationsto host
and ornamentaltrees on propertieswithin 200 meters of the finds. CDFA crews began applyingthe
bait at and aroundthe third locationtoday, Wednesday,October 31.

The 57 square-milequarantinearea noted in my October25 letter is anticipatedto be amendedto 59
squaremiles. This change is not due to the newest detection,but rather due to justified concerns
regarding risks associatedwith plant material cargo enteringand leavingthe Los Angelesport
complex. The proposed boundaryincludesthe northwestportion of the port. CDFA and the USDA
are in communicationwith the Los AngelesField Office of the Departmentof HomelandSecurity,
CustomsBorder Protection,to detennine the potentialvolumes of importand export agricultural
commoditiesthat may be affected.

Medfly is one of the world's most destructiveinsectpests, damaginghundredsof different fruits and
vegetables. Femalespierce the skin of produce and deposit eggs that hatch into maggots,which
tunnel and feed on the flesh, renderingthe produce unfit for consumption.

We have infonned the City Managersof RollingHills and Rancho Palos Verdes, and your Board
offices in the treatmentarea to enable staff to answerquestionsfrom the public. I will continueto
update you as details become availableand warrant an update.
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